Regular Meeting of Bethesda Village Council

August 13, 2025
Mayor Bob Flanagan called the meeting to order, Bob also led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Roll Call

Present: Mayor Robert Flanagan, Jordan Castello, Colby Rinehart, Ruth Saffell, Jay Van Horn, Fiscal Officer Ricky Burkhead, Administrator Dirk Davis, Diane Senakievich
Absent: Carol Merritt, Zach Gaston, Solicitor Michael Shaheen

Guest(s)

Cindy Foose, Rod Miller, Chuck Little, Chris Hunt, Shirley Lucas, Scott Blake, Mindy Blake, Jeannete Lucas
Reports

The Fiscal Officer E-Mailed Fund Status, Cash Summary by Fund, Fund Ledger, Payroll, Receipt Register & YTD Appropriation status reports to Council Members, Administrator, Fire Chief & Mayor. Jordan Castello made a motion to approve the July meeting minutes, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
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Mindy Blake who had a complaint about parking on Spruce Street.  Mindy stated that she heard that the village was shutting down parking on Spruce Street.  Bob stated that we were going to but we are not.  Bob asked Chris Hunt if he could get an ambulance past their house with vehicles parked on the street.  Scott said that people speed up and down Spruce Street.  Bob stated that he doesn’t want to see all of the kids playing in the street on Spruce.  Dirk stated that the street department was painting curbs recently. Bob stated that there are two spots on the street for them to park.
Chuck Little asked about the police chief not being around as much.  Dirk stated that Andy and Paul have been covering his shifts.  Jay stated that when Chris isn’t here that we let other cover his hours.  Chuck stated that we to have him here more.  Colby stated that we only have so many hours.  Jay stated that we have a cop who has another job because his job with the village is part time.  Jay stated that if there is not an officer here we will end up with the Sheriff’s Office.  Jay stated that with the limited hours Chris won’t be here every single time something happens.  Jay stated that the town needs to pull together to help the police department instead of trying to tear it down.  Jay stated that police meetings are at 7pm the second Tuesday of each month.  Jay stated that people should come.  
Diane stated that Pikes Paving was to be fixing Gail Avenue.  Dirk stated that there are a couple of soft spots yet and Lester stated that he would be back in a couple weeks to make the repairs.  Lester is also to redo the double chip and seal on Judson.  Diane stated that there is a property with a tax lien on it for non mowing.  Diane sated that the EQT contract is in their office’s hands and that we have to locate any amendments.  Rick stated that he would find them and send them over. 

Fiscal Officer Rick Burkhead presented the 2025-2026 Belmont County EMS Contract Renewal for approval.  Colby Rinehart made a motion to approve the contract, seconded by Ruth Saffell, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Chris Hunt spoke to council about beginning the process of ordering a new fire truck.  Christ stated that a new pump truck is 4-5 years our on being built if we order today.  Chris stated that the estimate for a new pump truck is around 1.1 Million.  Chris stated that we are looking at grant and loan opportunities.  Chris stated that would also look to sell the 2005 truck and keep the 1988 truck since we can not sell it.  Ruth Saffell made a motion to begin the process of exploring and purchasing a new fire truck so that we can get in line with Sutphen, seconded by Jordan Castello, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.

Administrator Dirk Davis gave his monthly report. 
1- Dirk has called eight residents about high grass and the solicitor mailed out two notices.  

2- Grass cutting is being blown into the road.  Residents need to not do this because it is a safety issue and it clogs up our storm drains. 

3- No updates from EQT about Main Street.  The last estimated price is $660k from Parnell.  

4- Waiting on Lester to finish work on Gail Avenue.

5- The village employees have done some landscaping at the Memorial Plaza. This fall we need to decide to have the landscape taken out and put in grass so we do not have to keep putting down mulch.  

6- No updates on the transfer of the property on the corner of SR 147 and Main Street since the project is complete.

7- Dirk received a letter stating that the Park has been given approval for being in the national registry of Ohio Places of the National Park Service. Thank you to Steve Avdakov and his assistant for helping make this happen.  This includes the lake area, ballfield, shelters, and playground.
8- Dirk is working on grant and loan opportunities for the remaining 4” water lines that need replaced.  We are hoping to work on this in 2026.

9- We need to pave Chestnut Street since we installed a new water line.  Dirk suggests that we use FDR system for the road replacement.  This will cost $45,000 - $55,000.  We need to let the ground settle until next year.
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10- A hydraulic pump went out on the case backhoe.  Dirk found a new pump for $1769.64 from Broken Tractors in Louisiana and it is ordered.
11- We need to consider an ordinance to stop oil and gas traffic on Main Street to keep further destruction of the road. If we manage to get Main Street paved sometime, we need to protect it. 

12- We secured a grant from RCAP to do a complete water audit for the village at no cost.  We will receive an audit report for this.

13- The window on the backhoe was broken when a rock was flung when we were mowing around the salt shed. 

14- We have 12 meters that may need to be changed as they are not reading their usage or the antennas are not working properly.  

Jay stated that he talked to Chief Storm about people blowing grass in the streets.  Bob stated that people on Judson have been mowing grass into the road as well. 

Mayor Bob Flanagan thanked the senior citizen center for giving the workers a breakfast last month.  Bob asked if there was any possibility of lowering the speed limit below 25mph.  Bob stated that Union Local Band has asked for a donation.  Rick stated that historically we donate when they come to a parade but not just general donations.  Bob presented a building permit for Daniel Ochoa on Willow Street for a double wide.  Jordan Castello made a motion to approve the building permit, seconded by Colby Rinehart, Jordan Castello– Yes, Colby Rinehart – Yes, Jay Van Horn – Yes, Ruth Saffell - Yes.
Paul Leek gave the months police report. There was one response to a burglary in progress.  Responded to an unruly juvenile.  There were 15 business checks and one arrest.  The department patrolled Epworth Festival and responded to called for fireworks around July 4th.  The department transported a juvenile who was choked at the park festival.  Chris is working on organization Christmas with a cop for this year. 
Rod Miller complained about Clifford parking on the corner of Spruce and Rice.  Rod asked the police to take a look and see if the semi is license.  

Motion to pay bills by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Jay Van Horn, with a unanimous vote.

Motion to adjourn by Jordan Castello, 2nd by Colby Rinehart, with a unanimous vote.

The next meeting will be Wednesday September 10th, 2025 at 6:30 P.M.
___________________________________      __________________________________

   Mayor Bob Flanagan
 
         Fiscal Officer Ricky W. Burkhead Jr.
